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REVIEWS
by Kathy Buchanan

The Young Widow's
Book Of Home
Improvement
Virginia Lloyd (UQF, $32.85)
It would have been easy
for Virginia Lloyd to invite pity
or sympathy by sharing her
tragic story of love and death.
Instead, this sweetly compact
and honest memoir is a very
readable story of a Sydney
woman who, at 32, finally finds
and then loses the love of her life.

In 2002, the writer meets John at a friend's dinner party.
He's kind, funny, attentive, generous and thoughtful.

He is also dying of Lloyd's h ty and simple
writing style is deeply compelling. Their all-too-brief
period of happiness inevitably makes for a tear-jerker,
but the heartbreak is ameliorated by Lloyd's account of
her home renovations, which distract her from her loss.
Who would have guessed that fixing a bad case of rising
damp could help repair this young widow's broken spirit?
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To order this book, call 1300 554 523,

Comfort Food

Kate Jacobs (Hodder

& Stoughton, $32.99)

Kate Jacobs's follow-up to her
debut novel, The Fricay Night
Knitting Giut, will have fans
begging for mora. At 50, Gus
is a seff-made woman whosa
two gorgecus, but sometimes
troublesome, daughters are
even more important to har
than reviving her flagging
cogking TV show. Somghow
this plucky widow has to
keep her famity together, fight
off a sexy Spanish cocking
rival and, after 18 vears, foally
take a second shot at love.
To arder this book,

call 1300 554 523

Copyright Agency

SENATOR'S
WIFE

SUE MILLER

The Senator’s Wife
Sue Miller

(Bloomsbury, $32.95)

The best-seling author of
While | Was Gone returmns
with a richty charactar-driven
novel about two nesghbours
living in Mew England. At
first, the two women find
each other a welcoma
distraction, with Meri
fascinated by the depths of
Delia’s relationship. However,
as Meri's curiosity grows,

it threatens thelr friendship,
Although it begins slowly, this
story builds to become a
dramatic and intensa ride.
To ardar this book,

call 1300 554 523. »
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Confessions Of

A Fallen Angel
Ronan O'Brien

(Sceptre, $32.99)
Ten-year-old Charlie is tha
cheeky namator of this quirky
debut novel about ife after
death, pure love and destiny.
After a close call with his own
montality, Charlle discovers
he has acguired the ability

to foreses the deaths of the
pecple closest o him, There
is some heavy-going Irish
vernacular, but the writing

is wery original, humaraus,
and incredibly tender-hearted.
To order this book,

call 1300 554 523.

44 Things: AYear
Of Life At Home !

Avwionderully offbeat
and lyrical celebration of

HOW TO ORDER If you'd like

any of these books sent to your door,

call Dymocks on 1300 554 523, or visit www.
dymocks.com.au. Prices are correct at time of
going to print and don’t include delivery costs.
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